Tumour cell purging for autologous bone marrow transplantation.
Interest in autologous bone marrow transplantation as treatment for haematological disease has increased considerably in the past 10 years. Remission bone marrow can be collected, stored until the patient has received myeloablative therapy, then re-infused. A disadvantage of this form of treatment is the possibility of re-infusion of residual malignant cells. The methods currently available for removal of neoplastic cells from autologous marrow prior to transplantation are reviewed.